242        MEMOIRS  OF  WILLIAM  HlCKEY

panied me on board, and slept upon a couch in our cabin.
At day break we got under way, and he bid me adieu,
promising to call in St. Albans Street within twelve hours
after he should reach London. The Cruttenden was to re-
main ten days longer at St. Helena.

The Hampshire kept up tolerably well, and witli our
glasses we often saw the coxcomb General looking at us.
On the llth we made the Island of Ascension, famous
for the fineness of the turtle caught there. The two
Commanders had agreed to stop one night for a supply
of that rich and esteemed food. We anchored within half
a mile of the shore about two in the afternoon, close
to each other. McClintock and I accompanied our Com-
mander to the Hampshire. Captain Waddell recommended
every body's staying quietly on board, the day being
too far advanced to land with a prospect of succeeding
in our object, experience having taught him that if the
least movement of boats or people took place in the
afternoon the turtle were alarmed and not one of them
would leave the water. General Smith chose to ridicule
such an idea, and Captain Smith, thinking it was founded
in mistake, his boats with the General immediately went
on shore. I went with Mr. Chisholme, Captain Waddell
assuring us we should not see a single turtle.

We landed upon a fine regularly sloping beach,
entirely covered, and to the depth of several feet, with
a beautiful little shell white as snow, and not larger
than a middling sized pin's head. The Island shews not
the least sign of vegetation, being entirely covered with
a kind of pumice stone, evidently of a volcanic quality. It
is said not a drop of fresh water is to be found, and we
saw nothing like a spring.

Chisholme conducted us to what they called " The Post
Office.53 This was a hole dug slanting in a large piece
of stone, in which was placed a large mouthed bottle, like
those used for mustard, and from which bottle we took a
letter written by an officer of the Ankerwytce East India-
man, addressed to "The next comers," saying the above